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PRESIDENT’S
REPORT

It has been a privilege and honour to serve as 

President of the Asian Cricket Council (ACC), in 

what has been an important consolidation year.

Among ACC’s achievements in the year was the 

successful hosting of several tournaments by a 

range of member nations, showcasing the diversity 

in the organisation, as well as the breadth of Asia’s 

passion for cricket. The highest profile event of 2017 

was the ACC Emerging Teams Cup - an Under-23 

one-day tournament, featuring eight teams. The 

15 tournament matches were played across two 

venues in Bangladesh, with a tenacious Sri Lanka 

side emerging victors over Pakistan in the final.

More age group tournaments were to follow, after 

the ACC made the decision to subdivide into two 

further regions, in order to foster competition 

among neighbours. The Eastern Region, which 

comprises of Bhutan, China, Hong Kong, Myanmar, 

Malaysia, Nepal, Thailand and Singapore, hosted 

an Under-16 tournament in Thailand. The Western 

Region, which comprises of Afghanistan, Bahrain, 

Iran, Kuwait, Maldives, Oman, Qatar, Saudi 

Arabia and UAE, played their version of the same 

tournament in the UAE. Both sub-regions’ Under-19 

tournament, meanwhile, took place in Malaysia, 

with Nepal and the UAE winning their respective 

events. The overall Under-19 Youth Asia Cup, also 

produced a surprising and popular result, with 

Afghanistan emerging victors for the first time, 

defeating Pakistan in the final.

In addition to a full schedule of tournaments, the 

ACC continued to drive development forward 

through other means, notably holding a Level 2 

Umpiring Course in Lahore, in partnership with 

Pakistan’s National Cricket Association. Nineteen 

umpires participated in the course, which was run by 

renowned former and current international umpires 

from Sri Lanka and Pakistan.

Given the strong investment in youth cricket in 2017, 

and the rapid development of the game in many 

member countries, the ACC has set itself up for a 

successful few years ahead. In 2018, the Asia Cup - 

the organisation’s showpiece event - will be played 

as a one-day tournament in October, in the UAE. In 

addition to the region’s five top teams, a qualifier 

will also take part in the tournament proper. The 

Asia Cup will provide financial stability to the ACC, 

for the years to come.

I am proud to have overseen the ACC in a year 

in which such an array of talented players from all 

around the region have demonstrated their skills and 

commitment to the game, in tough competitions. 

We remain dedicated as ever to spreading the 

games to new nations in our regions and extending 

its reach even in the countries in which cricket is 

already established.

President, ACC
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MEMBER
COUNTRIES

The ACC was originally formed as the Asian Cricket Conference in 1983, 
changing its name to the Asian Cricket Council in 1993.

The ICC was originally formed as the Imperial Cricket Conference, 
changing its name to the International Cricket Conference in 1965 and 

then to the International  Cricket Council in 1989.

Afghanistan, Hong Kong and UAE have ODI status. These three countries 
have T20I rankings. Afghanistan is still the only affiliate nation to have 

ever played ODIs.
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ACC
CHAMPIONS
Asia Cup
1984, Sharjah: Champions India, runners-up Pakistan
1986, Sri Lanka: Champions Sri Lanka, runners-up Pakistan (India absent)
1988, Bangladesh: Champions India, runners-up Sri Lanka
1991, India: Champions India, runners-up Sri Lanka (Pakistan absent)
1995, Sharjah: Champions India, runners-up Sri Lanka
1997, Sri Lanka: Champions Sri Lanka, runners-up India
2000, Bangladesh: Champions Pakistan, runners-up Sri Lanka
2004, Sri Lanka: Champions Sri Lanka, runners-up India
2008, Pakistan: Champions Sri Lanka, runners-up India
2010, Sri Lanka: Champions India, runners-up Sri Lanka
2012, Bangladesh: Champions Pakistan, runners-up Bangladesh
2014, Bangladesh: Champions Sri Lanka, runners-up Pakistan
2016, Bangladesh: Champions India, runners-up Bangladesh

Asia Cup Qualifier
2016, Bangladesh: Champions UAE, runners-up Afghanistan

Asian Test Championship
1999, Champions Pakistan, runners-up Sri Lanka (Bangladesh absent)
2001-2002, Champions Pakistan, runners-up Sri Lanka (India absent)

Afro-Asia Cup
2005, South Africa: The three-match ODI series between Africa and Asia was tied
2007, India: Asia beat Africa 3-0 in the ODI series, Asia beat Africa in the Twenty20 International, 

Asia Women beat Africa Women in their Twenty20 International

ACC Emerging Teams Cup
2013, Singapore: Champions India, runners-up Pakistan
2017, Bangaladesh: Champions Sri Lanka, runners-up Pakistan

ACC Trophy
1996, Malaysia: Champions Bangladesh, runners-up UAE
1998, Nepal: Champions Bangladesh, runners-up Malaysia
2000, UAE: Champions UAE, runners-up Hong Kong
2002, Singapore: Champions UAE, runners-up Nepal
2004, Malaysia: Champions UAE, runners-up Oman
2006, Malaysia: Champions UAE, runners-up Hong Kong

ACC Trophy Elite
2008, Malaysia: Champions Hong Kong, runners-up UAE
2010, Kuwait: Champions Afghanistan, runners-up Nepal
2012, UAE: Joint Champions Nepal and UAE

ACC Premier League
2014, Malaysia: Champions Afghanistan, runners-up UAE

ACC Elite League
2014, Singapore: Champions Singapore, runners-up Saudi Arabia

ACC Trophy Challenge
2009, Thailand: Champions Oman, runners-up Bhutan
2010, Thailand: Champions Maldives, runners-up Saudi Arabia
2012, Thailand: Champions Singapore, runners-up Bahrain
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ACC Twenty20 Cup
2007, Kuwait: Joint Champions Afghanistan and Oman
2009, UAE: Champions Afghanistan, runners-up UAE
2011, Nepal: Champions Afghanistan, runners-up Hong Kong
2013, Nepal: Champions Afghanistan, runners-up Nepal
2015, UAE: Champions Oman, runners-up Kuwait

ACC Fast Track Countries Tournament
2004-2005, Champions UAE, runners-up Hong Kong
2005-2006, Champions Nepal, runners-up UAE

ACC Premier League
2006-2007, Champions Nepal, runners-up UAE

ACC Emerging Nations Tournament
2004, Kuwait: Champions Oman, runners-up Bahrain
2005, Thailand: Champions Maldives, runners-up Thailand
2006, Kuwait: Champions Bahrain, runners-up Afghanistan
2006, Thailand: Champions Maldives, runners-up Thailand

U-19 Afro-Asia Cup
2005, India: Champions India, runners-up Sri Lanka

U-19 Asia Cup
1997, Hong Kong: Champions Bangladesh, runners-up Papua New Guinea
1999, Singapore: Champions Bangladesh, runners-up Nepal
2001, Nepal: Champions Nepal, runners-up Malaysia
2003, Pakistan: Champions Nepal, runners-up Malaysia
2012, Malaysia: Joint Champions India and Pakistan
2014, UAE: Champions: India, runners-up Pakistan
2016, Sri Lanka: Champions India, runners-up Sri Lanka
2017, India: Champions Afganistan, runners-up Bangladesh

ACC U-19 Cup
2005, Nepal: Champions Nepal, runners-up Malaysia

ACC U-19 Premier
2014, Kuwait: Champions Afghanistan, runners-up Nepal
2015, Malaysia: Champions Afghanistan, runners-up Nepal

ACC U-19 Elite Cup
2007, Malaysia: Champions Nepal, runners-up Afghanistan
2009, Kuwait: Champions Hong Kong, runners-up Afghanistan
2011,Thailand: Champions Afghanistan, runners-up Nepal
2013, Malaysia: Champions Afghanistan, runners-up UAE

ACC U-19 Challenge Cup
2008, Thailand: Champions Saudi Arabia, runners-up Bhutan
2009, Thailand: Champions Bahrain, runners-up Thailand
2011, Malaysia: Champions Saudi Arabia, runners-up Kuwait
2013, Thailand: Champions Singapore, runners-up Bahrain

U-17 Junior Asia Cup
2000, Pakistan: Champions Sri Lanka, runners-up Pakistan
2001, Bangladesh: Champions India, runners-up Bangladesh
2004, India: Champions Pakistan, runners-up India

ACC
CHAMPIONS
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ACC U-17 Elite Cup
2009, Nepal: Champions Nepal, runners-up Malaysia

ACC U-17 Challenge Cup
2008, Thailand: Champions Afghanistan, runners-up Oman

ACC U-16 Elite Cup
2010, Nepal: Champions Singapore, runners-up Nepal
2012, Malaysia: Champions Malaysia, runners-up Nepal
2014, Qatar: Champions Afghanistan, runners-up Hong Kong

ACC U-16 Premier
2014, Malaysia: Champions Nepal, runners-up Malaysia

ACC U-16 Challenge Cup
2010, Malaysia: Champions Oman, runners-up Iran
2012, Thailand: Champions Afghanistan, runners-up UAE

U-15 Asia Cup
2000, Malaysia: Champions India, runners- up Pakistan
2002, UAE: Champions Pakistan, runners-up Sri Lanka

ACC U-15 Cup
2005, UAE: Champions Nepal, runners-up Afghanistan

ACC U-15 Elite Cup
2006, Malaysia: Champions Nepal, runners-up UAE
2007, Nepal: Champions Singapore, runners-up Kuwait

ACC U-15 Challenge Cup
2006, Thailand: Champions Oman, runners-up Bhutan
2007, Thailand: Champions Qatar, runners-up Bhutan

ACC Women’s 20 Asia Cup
2012, China: Champions India, runners-up Pakistan
2016, Thailand: Champions India, runners-up Pakistan

ACC Women’s Tournament
2007, Malaysia: Champions Bangladesh, runners-up Nepal
2013, Thailand: Champions Thailand, runners-up China

ACC Women’s Premier
2014, Thailand: Champions Thailand, runners-up China

ACC Women’s Twenty20 Championship
2009, Malaysia: Champions Hong Kong, runners-up Thailand
2011, Kuwait: Champions Hong Kong, runners-up China

ACC U-19 Women’s Championship
2008, Thailand: Champions Nepal, runners-up Malaysia
2010, Singapore: Champions Nepal, runners-up Bhutan
2012, Kuwait: Champions Nepal, runners-up Thailand
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EVENTS & DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGER’S REPORT 2017

2017 has been a highly productive year for the ACC, 

a year in which we successfully implemented a full 

activity calendar. To set the year off, the Asia region, 

for the sake of encouraging healthy competition, 

was subdivided into two further regions; the Eastern 

Region which comprises of Bhutan, China, Hong 

Kong, Myanmar, Malaysia, Nepal, Thailand and 

Singapore whereas the Western Region consists of 

Afghanistan, Bahrain, Iran, Kuwait, Maldives, Oman, 

Qatar, Saudi Arabia and UAE.

In contrast to a somewhat lean 2016, the year 2017 

saw the revival of ACC activities with a number of 

tournaments successfully organised in different 

member countries, including Bangladesh, Malaysia 

and Thailand, Pakistan and UAE.

We kicked the season off with the Emerging 

Teams Asia Cup; an event flawlessly hosted by the 

Bangladesh Cricket Board. U23 teams from all the 

Asian test playing countries and teams from UAE, 

Hong Kong, Malaysia and Singapore featured in 

this competition and the formidable Sri Lankan 

team emerged as the victors.

The U16 tournament for the Eastern Region was 

successfully conducted in Thailand, while the same 

for the Western Region was hosted by the Emirates 

Cricket Board. Malaysia not only hosted the U16 

tournament for both regions, but also played host 

to the U19 Youth Asia Cup. 

The Afghanistan U19 team’s stunning performance 

proved to be the highlight of the 2017 U19 Youth 

Asia Cup. The Afghan team’s brilliant performance 

won them their very first U19 Youth Asia Cup. 

An L2 Umpiring course was successfully organised at 

the National Cricket Academy (NCA), Lahore, by the 

Pakistan Cricket Board. 19 candidates from various 

member countries attended this course which 

was conducted by renowned former and current 

international umpires from Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

As the Events and Development Manager, I am 

immensely proud of all that ACC has achieved 

in the year 2017. For these achievements, I am 

grateful to the Chairman Development Committee, 

members of Development Committee and the ACC 

Board for their unrelenting support and guidance. 

Asian Cricket Council is fortunate to have a forward 

looking and visionary board of members who are 

ensuring that ACC provides best of competitions, 

educational courses and resource persons to 

stakeholders in this region.

I can say with optimistic certainty and confidence 

that 2018 looks extremely promising and ACC will 

be organizing numerous exciting and meaningful 

activities throughout the Asia Region to promote 

the cause of Cricket.

God Bless You.

Sultan Rana
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Emerging Teams Asia Cup

ACC
TOURNAMENTS

27th March - 3rd April 2017

The Emerging Teams Asia Cup was the Asian 
Cricket Council’s highest profile event of the year, 
and was won by a tenacious Under-23 Sri Lanka 
side who overcame an opening defeat to India to 
cruise through the remainder of the competition. 
The tournament was a 50-over affair, played across 
two venues - Chittagong and Cox’s Bazaar - in 
Bangladesh. In addition to teams from the Test-
playing nations, Afghanistan (who had not achieved 

Test status at this point), Nepal, Hong Kong and 
Malaysia also took part. 

Eventual runners-up Pakistan appeared the strongest 
team in the early stages of the competition, brushing 
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GROUP A M W L T PTS NRR

SRI LANKA 3 2 1 0 4 1.367

AFGHANISTAN 3 2 1 0 4 0.956

INDIA 3 2 1 0 4 0.836

MALAYSIA 3 0 3 0 0 -3.201

GROUP B M W L T PTS NRR

PAKISTAN 3 2 0 1 5 1.838

BANGLADESH 3 2 0 1 5 1.756

NEPAL 3 1 2 0 2 -0.528

HONG KONG 3 0 3 0 0 -3.304

aside Nepal and Hong Kong, before tying with 
Bangladesh in a thriller at Cox’s Bazaar. Although 
India had claimed a comfortable victory  against 
Sri Lanka to begin their tournament in the other 
group, they suffered a shock upset at the hands 
of Afghanistan in the last of their group games, 
which meant they finished on equal points with 
Afghanistan, but did not qualify for the semi-finals 
on the basis of their inferior net run rate. 

Sri Lanka had topped their group, but it was not 
until the knockouts that the team truly hit a high 
gear. Their bowlers were outstanding in the semi-
final against Bangladesh, right-arm seamer Asitha 
Fernando taking 4 for 32 in his 10 overs to help 
dismiss the opposition for 179 in the 50th over. 
Wicket-keeper-batsman and opener Sadeera 
Samarawickrama then led the chase with a 100-ball 

88 not out, combining with No. 4 Charith Asalanka 
in an unbeaten 165-run stand - Asalanka making 
83 off those runs. Sri Lanka eased home with eight 
wickets and more than 11 overs remaining. 

Pakistan, who had beaten Afghanistan in the semi-
final, and were undefeated going into the final, were 
also waylaid by Sri Lanka’s bowlers, the spinners 
coming to the fore this time. Captain and off 
spinner Shehan Jayasuriya and leg spinner Wanindu 
Hasaranga shared five wickets between them, with 
seamer Chamika Karunaratne also taking two wickets, 
as Pakistan was dismissed for 133 all out in the 43rd 
over. Sri Lanka lost five wickets, but otherwise made 
brisk work of the chase, with Samarawickrama top-
scoring again, with a 42-ball 45. 

Sri Lanka all-rounder and former Under-19 captain 
Asalanka was named Player of the Tournament. 

EMERGING TEAMS ASIA CUP
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Under-19 Youth Asia Cup
09th - 20th November 2017

Writing yet another chapter in their nation’s impressive rise in world 
cricket, the Afghanistan Under-19 team surged to the Youth Asia Cup 
title, defeating Pakistan, UAE and a spirited Nepal team en route. This 
victory, in the 50-over tournament played in Malaysia, was Afghanistan’s 
first ACC Under-19 title. Though they lost to Sri Lanka in the second of 
their group games, they were unstoppable in the knockout matches, 
easing past semi-finalists Nepal, before crushing Pakistan in the final. 

Bangladesh seemed the early favorites in the tournament, winning 
each of their group matches against India, Nepal and Malaysia, in a 
competition in which no other side got through the group stages 
without suffering a defeat. Sri Lanka had also looked good early on, 
comfortably defeating UAE and Afghanistan, but then went on to be 
thrashed by Pakistan in the final group game, with the victors from 
that match earning qualification to the semi-finals, on the basis of their 
superior net run rate. 

ACC
TOURNAMENTS
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GROUP A M W L T PTS NRR

BANGLADESH 3 3 0 0 6 2.377

NEPAL 3 2 1 0 4 0.889

INDIA 3 1 2 0 2 1.257

MALAYSIA 3 0 3 0 0 -4.757

GROUP B M W L T PTS NRR

AFGHANISTAN 3 2 1 0 4 2.853

PAKISTAN 3 2 1 0 4 1.24

SRI LANKA 3 2 1 0 4 0.988

UAE 3 0 3 0 0 -4.171

The surprise result of the entire tournament, however, 
was Nepal’s victory over India - a match in which 
Nepal’s Dipendra Singh Airee claimed 4 wickets for 
39 runs, as they prevented India from chasing down a 
target of 186. Nepal then went on to crush Malaysia, 
dismissing them for 45 then chasing the target in 5.2 
overs, to raise their run-rate dramatically. They made 
it to the semi-finals on the back of that win, knocking 
India out of the competition. 

Nepal were no match for Afghanistan in the 
business end of the tournament, however. They 
were dismissed for 103 in the semi-final, as 
Afghanistan off spinner Mujeeb Ur Rahman took 6 

for 28. Afghanistan would go on to complete the 
victory inside 21 overs, thanks largely to a 71 off 65 
balls from opener Rahmanullah Gurbaz. 

Afghanistan had already thrashed Pakistan in 
the opening match of the tournament, and they 
stunned them again in the final, arguably in even 
more emphatic fashion. Batting first, Afghanistan 
made 248 for 7, with wicket-keeper-batsman Ikram 
Ali Khil hitting 107 not out off 113 balls. The bowlers, 
led-again by Mujeeb who took another five-wicket 
haul, then scythed through Pakistan in the space 
of 22.1 overs. The opposition were 63 all out, and 
Afghanistan were victors by a whopping 185. 

UNDER-19 YOUTH ASIA CUP
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ACC Under-19 Eastern 
Region Tournament
8th - 18th September 2017

An undefeated Nepal team coasted to victory in 
the Under-19 Eastern Region one-day tournament, 
easing past Singapore, Thailand and Bhutan in the 
group stages, before defeating Malaysia then Hong 
Kong in the final. The 50-over tournament was 
played in Malaysia, and also featured teams from 
China and Myanmar. 

It was the strength of Nepal’s bowling that saw them 
inflict such crushing victories through the knockout 
stages. In the semi-final, against Malaysia, right-arm 
bowler Dipendra Singh Airee claimed 5 for 29 in 
eight overs for Nepal, setting into motion a collapse 
that saw the opposition lose their last six wickets 
for 28 runs. Malaysia could muster only 121 in their 
innings, despite having been 75 for 2 at one stage. 
The target was chased down effortlessly by Nepal’s 
openers Sandeep Sunar and Mahamad Asif Sheikh, 
who both made unbeaten half-centuries. Nepal 
needed only 23.1 overs to complete the win. 

The final against Hong Kong, who had beaten 

Singapore in the semi-final to earn qualification, saw 
Nepal’s bowlers claim dominance again, though it 
was a less straight forward chase for the top order. 
Leg spinner Sandeep Lamichhane - who would 
go on to be picked for the IPL the following year  
- and Shahab Alam claimed three wickets apiece, 
as Nepal dismissed the opposition for 76 inside 
33 overs. Nepal then lost five wickets in the chase, 
as Hong Kong’s opening bowler Karandeep Singh 
took 3 for 35. Despite the loss of these wickets, the 
victory was completed in 14.5 overs. 

ACC
TOURNAMENTS



28

ACC UNDER-19 EASTERN REGION TOURNAMENT

GROUP A M W L T PTS NRR

NEPAL 3 3 0 0 6 4.589

SINGAPORE 3 2 1 0 4 0.796

THAILAND 3 1 2 0 2 -1.607

BHUTAN 3 0 3 0 0 -3.314

GROUP B M W L T PTS NRR

HONG KONG 3 3 0 0 6 2.425

MALAYSIA 3 2 1 0 4 2.483

MYANMAR 3 1 2 0 2 -0.756

CHINA 3 0 3 0 0 -4.049
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ACC Under-19 Western 
Region Tournament
11th - 22nd October 2017

UAE sailed through the group stage beating Oman 
and Bahrain, eased past Qatar in the semi-final, 
and crushed Kuwait in the title match, to win the 
Under-19 Western Region one-day trophy. The 50-
over tournament was held in Malaysia. 

Bowling first in the semi-final, UAE dismissed 
Qatar to 116 all out in the 43rd over, despite the 
best efforts of Qatar’s opening batsman Hussain 
Khan, who made 51 off 92 balls. UAE bowler Rahul 
Neelesh returned the innings’ best figures of 4 for 
29 from his full quota of 10 overs. The chase was 
straightforward for UAE, particularly after captain 
and opener Fahad Nawaz made 52 off 65 deliveries. 
UAE eased home by seven wickets, with more than 
17 overs to spare. 

UAE’s bowlers were even more dominant in the final, 
completing a 195-run victory, after the batsmen had 

made 275 for 7 in 47 overs. Fahad Nawaz struck 
another half-century, making 69 off 78 balls this 
time, while opening partner Aryan Lakra also made 
fifty - their stand worth 113. Lower down the order, 
Krishna Lakhani hit 55 off 47 deliveries and Hrithik 
made 48 off 37. The bowlers then went to town on 
Kuwait’s batting order, dismissing them for 80 in the 
34th over, with Muhammad Ali, Fahad Nawaz and 
Rahul Neelesh taking three wickets apiece.

ACC
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ACC UNDER-19 WESTERN REGION TOURNAMENT

GROUP A M W L T PTS NRR

UAE 2 2 0 0 4 2.084

OMAN 2 1 1 0 2 0.692

BAHRAIN 2 0 2 0 0 -1.261

GROUP B M W L T PTS NRR

KUWAIT 3 3 0 0 6 3.452

QATAR 3 2 1 0 4 -4.172

IRAN 3 1 2 0 2 -1.107

MALDIVES 3 0 3 0 0 -0.812
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ACC Under-16 Eastern 
Region Tournament
9th - 18th December 2017

Two undefeated sides, Nepal and Singapore, 
met in the final of the Under-16 Eastern Region 
tournament, in which a strong Nepal side were 
to emerge comfortable victors. The tournament, 
which was played in Thailand, also saw Malaysia, 
Hong Kong, Thailand, Myanmar, China and Bhutan 
competing. 

Nepal, who had always looked like the strongest 
team in the tournament as they breezed past Hong 
Kong, Thailand and Myanmar in the group stage, 
met Malaysia in the quarter final. Although Nepal’s 
batting was more modest than it had been in the 
group stage - the team limping to 123 all out, as 
Malaysia’s Mohammad Afiq took 3 for 19 - their 
bowlers bailed them out, dismissing the opposition 
for 55 in 21.1 overs. Surya Tamang’s 4 for 19 were 
Nepal’s best figures. 

Nepal’s batsmen did better in the final, putting up 
183 for 6 in their 35 overs; captain Bishal Bikram KC 
top-scoring with 63 off 79 balls. Singapore could 
manage only 122 in response, as they were bowled 
out in 31.5 overs. Surya Tamang was again the 
primary destroyer for Nepal, taking 3 for 20. Ishaan 
Sawney of Singapore was named the Player of the 
Tournament.

ACC
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ACC UNDER-16 EASTERN REGION TOURNAMENT

GROUP A M W L T PTS NRR

NEPAL 3 3 0 0 6 5.167

HONG KONG 3 2 1 0 4 2.945

THAILAND 3 1 2 0 2 -1.741

MYANMAR 3 0 3 0 0 -6.898

GROUP B M W L T PTS NRR

SINGAPORE 3 3 0 0 6 2.749

MALAYSIA 3 2 1 0 4 2.148

CHINA 3 1 2 0 2 -0.811

BHUTAN 3 0 3 0 0 -3.423
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ACC Under-16 Western 
Region Tournament
5th - 13th January 2018

Hosts UAE breezed to the Under-16 Western 
Region one-day title, crushing Saudi Arabia in the 
semi-final, before defeating a spirited Kuwait side 
in the final. UAE were undefeated in the 35-over 
tournament, easing past Oman and Maldives in 
the group stage, while Kuwait beat Saudi Arabia 
and Bahrain to make it to the business end of the 
competition. 

In their semi-final against Saudi Arabia, UAE’s 
bowlers restricted the opposition for 118, with 
Aditya Shetty Anil Kumar claiming the best figures 
of 3 for 23 from his full quota of seven overs. UAE’s 
top three then proceeded to knock the target off 
inside 13 overs, as opener Ronak Sudesh struck 60 
off 33 balls, in an innings that featured nine fours 

and a six. His opening partner Ansh Tandon had 
been even more aggressive, hitting 47 off 18 balls, 
as the pair put on 113 for the first wicket. 

The final was a little more competitive. Kuwait made 
137 for 9, thanks in part to 50 off 79 balls from opener 
Gokul Sunil Kumar. UAE chased the target down in 
30 overs, with five wickets to spare, however, with 
most of the top order getting runs. Wicket-keeper-
batsman A. Mohammad was UAE’s top-scorer in 
the final, with 41 off 43 balls. As some consolation, 
Kuwait’s Abdul Sadiq was named Player of the 
Tournament.

ACC
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ACC UNDER-16 WESTERN REGION TOURNAMENT

GROUP A M W L T PTS NRR

KUWAIT 2 2 0 0 4 5.771

SAUDI ARABIA 2 1 1 0 2 -2.443

BAHRAIN 2 0 2 0 0 -3.329

GROUP B M W L T PTS NRR

UAE 2 2 0 0 4 6.507

OMAN 2 1 1 0 2 1.695

MALDIVES 2 0 2 0 0 -7.806
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Investment in young cricketers was a primary focus 
for the ACC Development Committee in 2017  with  
several high-quality age group tournaments played 
through the year, while fresh measures to improve 
the quality and frequency of these tournaments 
were introduced. Under the guidance of the 
Development Committee in 2017  Asia was split into 
two sub-regions - Eastern and Western - in order  
to promote competition between neighbours, 
and  to foster rivalries which may in turn result in 
more cricket being played between the clustered 
nations. The Committee identified the importance 
of creating a strategic pathway for young players 
to progress to international cricket and played a 
pivotal role in creating pathway  for young cricketers 
moving in their careers. 

CRICKET INITIATIVES 
HIGHLIGHTS

U16
Eastern Region

Tournament

U16
Western Region

Tournament

U19
Eastern Region

Tournament

U19
Western Region

Tournament

U19
Asia Cup
(Teams have

the opportunity
to play with the
05 test nations)

Asia Cup
Qualifiers

Emerging Asia Cup
(Top 6 teams in Asia)

Asia Cup

teams have to play with the junior sides from the 
five Test nations. 

Beyond the junior level, the highest-profile age-
group tournament of the year was the ACC Emerging 
Teams Cup, which was played across two venues in 
Bangladesh, and in which Sri Lanka were crowned, 
having defeated Pakistan in the final. So successful 
was this tournament that the ACC is likely to hold 
such an event every year, providing emerging teams 
the chance to qualify to play with the established 
cricketing powers in the region, at the Asia Cup. 
This flagship tournament for the ACC will be played 
every other year, and will likely alternate between 
being an ODI and T20 tournament. 

Among the age-group tournaments played in 2017, 
were the Western and Eastern region Under-16 
tournaments. The Western region tournament, in 
which Afghanistan, Bahrain, Iran, Kuwait, Maldives, 
Oman, UAE, Qatar and Saudi Arabia competed, 
was held in the UAE, while the Eastern region 
tournament - played by Bhutan, China, Hong Kong, 
Myanmar, Malaysia, Nepal, Thailand and Singapore - 
was hosted in Thailand.  Both sub-regions’ Under-19 
tournaments, meanwhile, were played in Malaysia, 
with Nepal and the UAE winning their respective 
events. These tournaments offer a pathway to the 
Under 19 Asia Cup, where emerging youth cricket 

The early months of 2018 were also momentous 
for two of our members. In March, Nepal defeated 
Papua New Guinea in the World Cup Qualifier in 
Zimbabwe, to earn ODI status for the first time in 
their history. Nepal went on to play their first ever 
ODIs against the Netherlands in June. There was 
also the richly-deserved granting of Test status 
to Afghanistan - almost undoubtedly the most-
improved cricket team in the world over the last two 
decades. Afghanistan became an ICC full member 
alongside Ireland in December 2017. Having been 
consistently impressive in limited-overs cricket 
over the past three years, Afghanistan played their 
inaugural Test, against India in June. 
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COUNTRY
PROFILES

Population: 1.493 million
Population Aged 0-14: 19.72%
National Coach: Amir Waseem
National Captain: Tahir Dar
Cricket Teams: 125
Grounds: 18
Turf Wickets: 0
Women’s Cricket: No
Playing Season: October to April

ACC Member Since 2003

BHARAIN 

Recent Achievements:

2010	 Third, Pepsi ICC World Cricket League Division 5
2012	 Finalists, ACC Trophy Challenge
2017	 Third in ACC Western Region Tournament

Active Personnel Qualified from ACC Courses:

Coaches	: Level I and II - 14 
	   Level III - 2

Umpires	: Level I and II - 23
Curators : Module I - 1 

	   Module II - 2
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It was a year of consolidation for the Bahrain 
Cricket Association, which brought the Bahrain 
Cricket League under its umbrella, and raised 
the number of local teams to 110. The year saw 
more than 2200 players take the field, across five 
separate leagues. 

The Bahrain Cricket Festival was also played in 
May 2017, and featured an array of high profile 
international talent, with the likes of Shahid Afridi, 
TM Dilshan, Misbah Ul Haq, Abdul Razzaq and 
Marlon Samuels taking part. The festival was 
attended by 20,000 spectators.
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Recent Achievements:

Winner of ACC Men’s T20 
Eastern Region Tournament, 2018

Active Personnel Qualified from ACC Courses:

Coaches	: Level I and II - 44
Umpires	: Level I - 8
		    Level II - 4
		    Level III - 3

Population: 807,610
Population Aged 0-14: 26.55%
Men’s Coach: Dhamber Singh Gurung
Women’s Coach: Sonam Lhamo
Men’s Captain: Jigme Single
Women’s Captain: Dechen Wangmo
Clubs: 23
Grounds: 10
Turf Wickets: None
Playing Season: March to June, September to December

ACC Member since 2001

BHUTAN 
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Barely 20 years ago, cricket’s footprint in the nation 
of Bhutan was almost negligible. But then, in the late 
90s and early this century,  broadcasts featuring the 
likes of Sachin Tendulkar and Muttiah Muralitharan 
swept up from across the Indian border, and a 
segment of the Bhutanese population was hooked. 
Nestled into the Himalayas, archery is Bhutan’s 
most popular sport, but every year cricket makes its 
advance. In 2018, the Bhutan Men’s T20 team tasted 
perhaps their sweetest victory - playing in the ACC 
Eastern Region tournament in Thailand, Bhutan 
defeated China, Myanmar and Thailand (twice) to 

claim the title. What’s more, captain Jigme Single 
was named the “Tournament’s Best Player”, while 
Bhutan’s Suprit Pradhan came away with the “Best 
Bowler” award. 

Elsewhere, cricket continues to be pushed in 
schools by the BCCB, while efforts are under way 
to secure venues in the south of Bhutan, in order to 
take advantage of climatic conditions more suited 
to cricket, in that region. Despite years of effort, 
however, a turf pitch is yet to be installed in the 
country, hampering the top teams’ progress.
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Population: 1.386 billion
Population Aged 0-14: 17.68%
National Coach: Rashid Khan
Men’s Captain: Jiang Shuyao
Women’s Captain: Huang Zhuo
Cricket teams: 52
Grounds: 8
Turf wickets: 1
Playing Season: April to October

ACC Member since 2004

CHINA
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Recent Achievements:

2010	 Fourth, Asian Games Women’s T20
2011	 Finalists, ACC Women’s Twenty20 Championship
2012	 Qualifiers, ACC Women’s Twenty20 Asia Cup
2013	 Finalists, ACC Women’s Championship
2013	 Third, ACC U-19 Challenge Cup 
	 Spirit of Cricket Award
2014	 Second, ACC Women’s Premier

Active Personnel Qualified from ACC Courses:

Coaches	: Level I and II - 148
Umpires	: Level I and II - 96
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Recent Achievements:

Third in the ICC World Cricket League standings
Fourth in the ICC Intercontinental Cup that concluded in 
2017 (second among Associates)

Active Personnel Qualified from ACC Courses:

Coaches	: Level I to Level III - 47

Population: 7.392 million
Population Aged 0-14: 11.49%
Men’s Coach: Simon Cooke
Women’s Coach: Richard Waite
Men’s Captain: Babar Hayat
Women’s Captain: Mark Hill
Clubs: 17
Grounds: 7 
Turf Wickets: 3
Playing Season: September to April

ACC Member Since 1983

ICC Rankings: 16th ODIs, 15th T20s

HONG KONG 
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In addition to having finished fourth in the 
Intercontinental Cup (a tournament in which 
Hong Kong defeated the United Arab Emirates 
and Papua New Guinea, in addition to securing 
a draw against the Netherlands), Hong Kong also 
produced the tournament’s top batsman, with 
Babar Hayat scoring a table-topping 712 runs at an 
average of 71.2. Hayat’s run tally featured a 214 not 
out, as he hit three centuries and a fifty through the 
tournament. Hong Kong left-arm spinner Nadeem 
Ahmed was the third-highest wicket-taker in the 
Intercontinental Cup, meanwhile, taking 28 wickets 

at 23.28. Nadeem had also topped the wicket-
taking charts in the World Cricket League. 

For all these achievements, the cricket team 
received the “Sports Team of the Year” award in 
Hong Kong. 

The sport continued to expand outside the top team 
in Hong Kong, with more schools playing cricket 
than ever, while an elite pathway was introduced for 
cricketers from Under 13 level, up to Under 19. A 
new ground and a youth training facility are also in 
the works for 2018 and 2019, while tape ball cricket 
was recognised as an official form of the sport.
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Population: 81.16 million
Population Aged 0-14: 23.69%
Men’s Coach: Mahmood Rashid
Men’s Captain: Abdolvahab Ebrahimpour
Women’s Coach: Mozhdeh Bavandpour
Women’s Captain: Nasimeh Rahshetaei
Cricket Clubs: 25
Grounds: 15 
Turf Wickets: 0 
Playing Season: September to April

ACC Member Since 2003

IRAN

Recent Achievements:

Winners, Spirit of Cricket Award ACC Trophy Challenge
2012	 Monir Habibi, Volunteer of the Year, Pepsi ICC 
	 Development Programme Awards
2013	 Winners, Spirit of Cricket Award  
	 ACC Women’s Championship
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Recent Achievements:

Men’s team progressed to the ICC World T20 Qualifiers, 
to be held in Australia in 2019
Board successfully hosted one of the Asia World T20 
Qualifier tournaments in April 2018

Active Personnel Qualified from ACC Courses:

Coaches	: Level I - 29
		    Level II - 8
		    Level III - 4

Population: 4.137 million
Population Aged 0-14: 21.09%
Men’s Coach: Herschelle Gibbs (overseas) and Ghayour Ahmed (national) 
Women’s Coach: Tariq Rasool Shah
Men’s Captain: Kashif Shareef
Women’s Captain: Anna Sharif
Clubs: 230
Grounds: 16
Turf Wickets: 16 (on three turf grounds)
Playing Season: September to June

ACC Member Since 1998

Full ACC Member Since 2006

KUWAIT 
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Kuwait Cricket invested heavily in its men’s T20 team 
in the 2017/18 season, hiring former South Africa 
star Herschelle Gibbs for a three-month coaching 
stint, and the investments paid dividends when the 
team progressed to the second round of World 
T20 qualifiers, which are set to be played in 2019. 
The men’s team finished third in the Asia World 
T20 qualifier, which was hosted in Kuwait, beating 
Saudi Arabia in a thriller to clinch entry to the global 
qualifying tournament. That result capped what was 
essentially a comeback year for the team, following 
leaner results in the preceding 12 months. 

That the men’s team was successful was down largely 
to preparation. The team undertook a six-month 
training camp ahead of the Asia World T20 qualifier, 
with Gibbs taking over the coaching for the final three 
months leading up to the tournament. The Kuwait 
Women’s team also had international exposure this 
year, with the team taking part in bilateral matches 
against the Thailand A and B teams. 

On the domestic front, cricket continued to expand 
aggressively in the nation, with 1,750 matches 
played in the year, across all age groups, corporate 
leagues, and regional leagues. As many as 229 
domestic cricket teams are now registered with 
Kuwait Cricket, with around 4,200 players - including 
Kuwait nationals - taking part. The Under-19 boys 
teams have also qualified for ACC U-19 Asia Cup 
Qualifiers - the result of substantial investment in 
youth cricket. 

Infrastructure has also progressed rapidly in Kuwait, 
which can now boast 12 cricket grounds managed 
by the board, including three turf-pitch venues 
where the Asia World T20 qualifiers took place. In 
addition to this, the Sulaibiya Cricket Ground was 
furnished with light towers sufficient for domestic 
day/night matches, and a host of umpiring and 
coaching clinics were held. Women’s cricket began 
to spread to the U-19 and U-16 age-groups as well.
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Recent Achievements:

Winning gold (Men’s 50 overs), silver (Men’s T20) and 
bronze (Women’s T20) medals in the South East Asia 
Development Games - a multi-sports event held biennially
Gray-Nicolls Best Overall Cricket Development Program, 
2016
ICC Development Award for Spirit of Cricket, 2015

Active Personnel Qualified from ACC Courses:

Coaches	 : Level I & II  - 98
		    Level III - 3
Umpires	 : Level I & II - 75
		    Level III - 7
Curators	: Level I - 14
		    Level II - 3
		    Level III - 4
		    Advanced - 6

Population: 31.62 million
Population Aged 0-14: 24.31%
Men’s & Women’s Coach: Sampath Perera 
Men’s Captain: Anwar Arudin
Women’s Captain: Winnifred Anne Duraisingam
Clubs: 171
Cricketing Schools: 654
Grounds: 67
Turf Wickets: 11
Women’s Cricket: 36 teams
Playing Season: Year-round

ACC Member Since 1983

ICC ODI Ranking: 26th

MALAYSIA 
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On the first occasion that cricket was included in the 
South East Asia Games, Malaysia took home three 
medals - gold for the 50-over Men’s team, silver for 
the T20 Men’s event, and bronze for the Women’s 
T20 side. All matches were played at Kinrara Oval, 
near Kuala Lumpur. Malaysia also hosted the U-19 
Youth Asia Cup in 2017. 

On the domestic front, cricket made huge headway 
in schools again, with the number of schools now 

playing the sport having risen by more than 50% 
in five years, to 654. Thanks to this expansion, the 
inaugural National Schools Championship was 
held in 2017, with a total of 96 schools participating 
across the U-18 Boys’ and Girls’ competitions. This 
tournament is expected to grow, as the board 
continues to invest in schools cricket. Coursing 
coaches have been organised for teachers, who will 
also get a chance to play in the Teachers’ Cup. 
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Recent Achievements:

2010 Asia Challenge Trophy Winners

Active Personnel Qualified from ACC Courses:

Coaches	 : Level I & II 	 - 44

Population: 436,330
Population Aged 0-14: 23.41%
Mens’ & Women’s Coach: Asif Kha
Men’s Captain: Hassan Ibrahim
Clubs: 15
Grounds: Three
Turf Wickets: None
Women’s Cricket: Approximately 140 players
Playing Season: February to December
ACC Member Since 1996

MALDIVES 
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Last year saw Maldives re-engage with the 
remainder of the cricket world with renewed vigour, 
as the junior teams participated in the ACC U19 
and U16 events. The Men’s team also had a major 
bilateral tour, visiting Malaysia to play a series of 
T20 and 50-over matches, during which procedures 
of selection and training were ironed out. 

In domestic cricket, the board held T20 Premier 
Cricket and T20 Championship tournaments for the 
second time, which adhered to a promotion-and-
relegation system, with the best teams playing in 
the Premier tournament. This structure encouraged 
clubs to build up and develop talent over a long 
period of time. 

Cricket also gained a strong foothold in islands 
beyond Male, with the Fuvahmulah atoll playing 
host to the four-team Fuvahmulah Premier League 
tournament, in which a mix of locals and foreigners 
took part. Although serious challenges exist in 
spreading the game to the far-flung atolls, CBM 
has remained committed to its vision of expansion, 
and was buoyed by the fact that a T20 and one-day 
tournament was held outside of Male. 

In keeping with its goals to bring more girls and 
women to the sport, CBM hosted a Women’s 
Cricket Festival in late 2016, the fruit of which was 
an acceleration and focus on providing cricketing 
opportunities for women, in a country that has often 
seen cricket as a men’s sport only. As a result of 
this new interest, a Women’s T20 tournament was 
played in two parts of the country, with CBM also 
working with schools to play a Girls Inter-School 
Competition. One small island - Kunahandhoo - is 
paying particular attention to women’s cricket, and 
CBM has provided them with a coach, pitch, ground 
and competitions. 

Male’s cricketing infrastructure also grew with the 
indoor cricket hall on the island being refurbished, 
with a better playing surface, bespoke lighting and 
retractable nets among the new additions. A second 
artificial pitch was also laid at the Ekuveni Cricket 
Ground. In Fuvahmulah, the board has invested in 
coaches and ground staff, in order to develop the 
facilities and establish a strong cricket hub there. 

Umpiring and coaching programmes also continued. 
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Recent Achievements:

Participated in the SEA Games in Malaysia, 2017
The women’s team began to play home and away matches
Cricket spread to 15 regions

Active Personnel Qualified from ACC Courses:
20

Population: 53.37 million
Population Aged 0-14: 26.83%
National Coach (Men’s and Women’s): ESM Ashfaq ul Islam Happy
Men’s Captain: Htet Lin Aung
Women’s Captain: Lin Lin Htun
Clubs: 187
Grounds: 34
Turf Wickets: 10
Playing Season: November to May

ACC Member Since 2005

MYANMAR 
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Population: 29.3 million
Population Aged 0-14: 30.89%
National Coach: Pubudu Dassanayake
National Captain: Paras Khadka
Women’s Coach: Jameel Ansari
Women’s Captain: Rubina Chhetry
Cricket Clubs: 429 (senior), 227 (junior)
Grounds: 96
Turf Wickets: 28
Playing Season: September to November; 

                  March to May

ACC Member Since 1990 

NEPAL 
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Recent Achievements:

2011	 Finalists, ACC U-19 Elite Cup
2012	 Winners, ACC U-19 Women’s Championship
2012	 Seventh, ICC World Twenty20 Qualifier
2012	 Finalists, ACC U-16 Elite Cup
2012	 ACC U-19 Asia Cup
2012	 Winners, Pepsi ICC World Cricket League Division 4
2012	 Joint winners, ACC Trophy Elite
2012	 ACC Women’s Twenty20 Asia Cup
2013	 Third, ACC Women’s Championship
2013	 Finalists, ACC Twenty20 Cup
2013	 Winners, Pepsi ICC World Cricket League Division 3
2013	 ACC Emerging Teams Cup
2013	 ICC World Twenty20 Qualifiers

2014	 ICC World Cup 2015 Qualifier
2014	 ICC World Twenty20, T20I status
2014	 Winners, ACC U-16 Premier League
2014	 Winners, Pepsi ICC World Cricket League Division 3
2017	 Gaining ODI status during the World Cup qualifiers 
	 in Zimbabwe

Active Personnel Qualified from ACC Courses:

Coaches	: Level I and II - 52 
	   Level III - 3

Umpires	: Level I and II - 51 
	   Level III - 4

Curators	: Module II - 1 
	   Module III - 3

Nepal’s top teams participated in seven international 
tournaments in 2017, thanks in part to the ACC, who 
have put in place a more robust cricketing schedule. 
The highest profile series at home was against 
Kenya, in March, when more than 20,000 spectators 
flocked to the Tribhuvan University Ground to watch 
the national men’s side play. The men’s team would 
also continue to play in the World Cricket League 
Championship through the year. Although they 
defeated Kenya in order to stay in the hunt for a top 
four place that would see them play in 2018’s World 
Cup Qualifier, they lost the first leg of their fixtures 
against Hong Kong in October, and with the second 
leg being washed out, were unable to finish in the 
top four. There remained other opportunities to 
qualify for the World Cup Qualifier, however. Earlier 
in the year, Nepal had beaten Hong Kong in the 

ACC Emerging Teams Cup. 

The women’s team played in the World T20 
Qualifying Series for the Asia Region, but fell 
agonisingly short of finishing in the top two, which 
would have seen them qualify for the Global 
Qualifiers. Captain Rubina Chhetri nevertheless 
had a landmark year, having been drafted into 
Australia’s Women’s Big Bash League as one of the 
eight Associate nation rookies. Rubina did not play a 
match, but was given the opportunity to experience 
the Melbourne Renegades team environment. 

At age group level, Nepal benefited from the ACC’s 
new initiatives for junior cricketers, winning the U16 
and U19 ACC tournaments from among the Eastern 
nations. The U19 side also made it to the quarter 
final of the U19 Asia Cup.
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Recent Achievements:

Currently in World Cricket League Three
Participating in Asia Cup Qualifier

Active Personnel Qualified from ACC Courses:

Coaches	 : Basic 	  -   2
		    Level I	  - 41
		    Level III	  -   5
Umpires	 : Basic 	  - 46
		    Level I	  - 46
		    Level II	  - 12

Population: 4.636 million
Population Aged 0-14: 21.81%
Women’s Coach: Nilesh Parmar/Haider Ali
Men’s Captain: Sultan Ahmed
Women’s Captain: Anu Amal
Clubs: 118
Grounds: 14
Turf Wickets: 20 (on two turf grounds)
Women’s Cricket: Eight Teams
Playing Season: September-April

ACC Member Since 2007

T20 Ranking: 16th

OMAN
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Oman’s junior teams participated in the ACC Western 
Region Qualifiers in Malaysia (U19) and the UAE 
(U16) this year, with a Youth Development Team also 
gaining full funding from Oman Cricket. In domestic 
cricket, Local League and Knockout Tournaments 
were held at senior Men’s, Women’s and Junior 
levels. There were also substantial improvements 

to the nation’s cricketing infrastructure, with a 
state-of-the-art indoor nets facility built, in addition 
to floodlit turf and astro practice nets being laid 
down, and one ground brought up to international 
floodlighting standards. The regions of Salalah and 
Sohar also officially joined Oman Cricket. 
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Recent Achievements:

Winners of ICC 2017 World Cricket League Division V, 
in Thailand (one-day)
Third in ICC WCL Division V - 2017 in South Africa
Runners-up of ICC World T20 Asia Qualifier A, 
played in Kuwait
Third in ICC U19 CWC Division 2 Asia Qualifier, in Thailand

Active Personnel Qualified from ACC Courses:

Coaches	 : Level I and II - 44
		    Level III - 2
Coach educators: 2
Umpire educators: 2

Population: 2.639 million
Population Aged 0-14: 13.88%
Men’s Coach: Abdul Rahman
Women’s Coach: Shivani Mishra
Men’s Captain: Inam Ul Haq
Women’s Captain: Nazia Nazir
Clubs: 80
Grounds: 19
Turf Wickets: 2
Women’s Cricket:  Yes
Playing Season: Year-round

ACC Member Since 2000

ICC ODI Ranking: 30th in ODIs, 23rd in T20s 

QATAR
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The Qatar Cricket Association, which is headed by 
a new board led by Yousuf Jeham Al Juwari, made 
several improvements to cricketing infrastructure in 
the country, renovating the largest cricket stadium 
in Qatar, bringing it up to international standards 
and fitting it with six turf pitches. On the field, the 
Qatar men’s team had a good year in Division V 
of the World Cricket League, winning a one-day 
competition in Thailand, and placing third in a 
separate tournament in South Africa. They also 
defeated Uganda in four of the five limited-overs 
games played between the two teams, in Qatar. 

With the stadium, which has a capacity of 13,000 
and is now operational, QCA plans to have a full 
bilateral schedule over the next year. 
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Recent Achievements:

Participated in World Cricket League Qualifier in Bangkok, 
Thailand, 2017
Fourth in ICC World T20 Asia Qualifier, in Kuwait
U-16 team played in ACC Western Region U-16 
tournament, in Sharjah, UAE
Won bilateral series against Uganda

Active Personnel Qualified from ACC Courses:

Coaches	 : Level I	  -   49
		    Level II	  -   28 

	   Coach educators	  -     3
Umpires	 : Elementary 	  - 182
		    Level I	  -   51
		    Level II	  -     9
		    Umpire educators	 -     3

Population: 32.94 million
Population Aged 0-14: 25.16%
Men’s Coach: Arron Ward
Men’s Captain: Shoaib Ali
Clubs: 416
Grounds: 99
Turf Wickets: 2
Women’s Cricket: At school level
Playing Season: Year-round

ACC Member since 2003 

ODI Ranking: 33rd 

SAUDI ARABIA
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The Saudi Men’s team had an extensive bilateral 
schedule this year, playing against Kenya, Uganda, 
Rwanda and Namibia. They performed exceptionally 
against these teams, who have been playing in a 
higher division in the ICC’s World Cricket League 
programme. 

In addition to umpires and coaches education 
programmes, Saudi Cricket also established the 
Gurameesh Umpires Panel, with support from 

Gurameesh - a local rusk producer. There were also 
moves towards digitizing scores and data. 

The key infrastructure development this year was 
Saudi Cricket’s acquisition of a football stadium in 
Jeddah, which will be converted into a multipurpose 
sports complex. The renovation is about 60% 
completed, and this venue will eventually become 
the first cricket stadium in Saudi Arabia meeting 
international standards. 
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Recent Achievements:

2010	 Winners, ACC U-16 Elite Cup
2012	 Winners, Pepsi ICC World Cricket League Division 5
2012	 Winners, ACC Trophy Challenge
2013	 Participants, ACC Emerging Teams Cup
2013	 Winners, ACC U-19 Challenge

2014	 Winners, ACC Elite League
2014	 Finalists, Pepsi ICC World Cricket League Division 4

Active Personnel Qualified from ACC Courses:

Coaches	 : Level I and II - 133
		    Level III - 4
Umpires	 : Level I and II - 52
		    Level III - 3

Population: 5.612 million
Population Aged 0-14: 14.98%
National Coach: 
National Captain: Saad Khan Janjua
Women’s Coach: Chetan Suryawanshi
Women’s Captain: Diviya GK
Clubs: 66
Grounds: 30
Turf Wickets: 4
Playing Season: February to December

ACC Member Since 1983

SINGAPORE
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This year saw cricket formally recognised as SEA 
Games Event for the first time in its history. The 
year was equally as important to Singapore as 
they gained a victory against Malaysia and also 
tested their skill set against Afghanistan and 
Nepal. Through solid performances the country 

deservingly retains their WCL Division 3 status 
till the next edition. Singapore also placed 3rd 
in Division 1 of the Asia Qualifier at the ICC 
U19s Cricket World Cup 2017, qualifying for the 
ICC U19s Cricket World Cup in New Zealand in 
January 2018.



66

COUNTRY
PROFILES

Recent Achievements:

2013  Shield winners, ICC Women’s World T20 Qualifiers
2013  Winners, ICC Development Awards for Best 
Women’s Initiative
2014  Winner, ACC Premier
2015  Hosted ICC Women’s World Cup Qualifiers
2016  Cricket accepted as an official sport in the 
National Schools Games
2017  29th South East Games Women’s Team won Gold 
and Men’s team won bronze
2018  Women’s Team defeats Sri Lanka in the Asia Cup T20 
Tournament

Active Personnel Qualified from ACC Courses:

Coaches	 : Level I and II	 - 98
		    Level III	 -   6
Umpires	 : Level I	 - 52
		    Level II	 - 14
Curators	: Module I	 -   6
		    Module II	 -   1
		    Module III	 -   2
		    Advanced	 -   1

Population: 69.04 million
Population Aged 0-14: 17.32%
Men’s Coach: Nuwan Shiroman
Women’s Coach: Janak C. Gamage
Men’s Captain: Noppon Senamontree
Women’s Captain: Sonnarin Tippoch
Clubs: 43
Grounds: 39
Turf Wickets: 7
Playing Season: November to May

ACC Member Since 1996

THAILAND
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Thailand’s cricket continued to surge, with the 
national women’s team in particular making 
substantial strides. In August 2017, a heavily favored 
Thailand side won the gold medal at the 29th South 
East Asian Games T20 event, defeating Indonesia in 
the final. The victory garnered significant attention 
from Thailand’s newspapers and television networks, 
while the men’s team won the bronze medal at the 
50-over event. 

Perhaps even more impressive was the women’s 
side’s thrilling, last-ball victory over Sri Lanka in 
the 2018 Asia Cup, marking the first occasion in 
which a Thai team defeated an ICC full member 
side. The win was set up by off spinner Wongpaka 
Liengprasert, who claimed 5 wickets for 12 runs 
as Thailand dismissed Sri Lanka for 104. Opener 
Naruemol Chaiwai then led the pursuit, hitting 43 
off 56 balls. The winning run was fittingly hit by 
Liengprasert, after Thailand had needed six runs off 
the final over. They had four wickets in hand. 

This was only the latest of the women’s teams 
achievements. In November 2017, they had also 

qualified for the ICC Women’s World T20 for the 
third time, by beating UAE, Malaysia, China and 
Hong Kong, in the Asian Qualifier which had been 
played in Bangkok. They had also performed 
creditably in their first 50-over tournament. 

On the men’s cricket front, Thailand hosted the 
World Cricket League Division 5 qualifier, in the 
northern city of Chiang Mai. This was the fist official 
competition the Thailand team had appeared 
in since 2012, but they nevertheless secured 
encouraging victories, defeating Bhutan, China and 
Kuwait, in addition to having lost narrowly to Saudi 
Arabia and Qatar. 

Domestic cricket continued to advance, with men’s 
and women’s teams from provinces across the 
country participating in the 2017 National Games, 
held in Songhkla in June, as well as the National 
Youth Games a couple of months earlier. Longer 
format cricket has made a splash in Thailand as 
well - the six leading provinces competing in 
inter-regional tournaments at the Under-19 and 
Under-15 levels.
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Population: 9.4 million
Population Aged 0-14: 13.90%
Men’s Coach: Dougie Brown
Women’s Coach: Sockalingam Vairamoorthy
Men’s Captain: Rohan Mustafa
Women’s Captain: Humaira Tasneem
Teams: 3225
Grounds: 173
Turf Wickets: 29
Playing Season: October - April
ICC Rankings: ODI - 14th, T20 - !4th

ACC Member Since 1984

ICC Development Officer

UAE 
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Recent Achievements:

2015 Played in World Cup
2016  Played in Asia Cup
2017  Hosted and won a tri-series involving Hong Kong 
and Scotland
2017  Won ODI series against PNG
2017  Won separate three-match List A 50-over series 
against Netherlands and Oman 

2017  Hosted the T10 tournament, and the Desert T20 
(for Associate Nations)
2018  Defeated Zimbabwe in World Cup Qualifier, 
retaining ODI status

Active Personnel Qualified from ACC Courses:

Coaches	 : Level I and II - 44
Umpires : 76

The highlight of the men’s team’s year was the 
World Cup Qualifier held in Zimbabwe, in which 
the UAE defeated Papua New Guinea by 56 runs 
(D/L method), Netherlands by six wickets, and - 
most impressively - Zimbabwe by three runs (D/L 
method). That win over Zimbabwe had been set up 
by batsman Rameez Shahzad, who top-scored in a 
total of 235 for 7, with a 61-ball 59. Seam bowler 
Mohammad Naveed and off spinner Rohan Mustafa 
(who is also UAE’s opening batsman and captain), 
shared five wickets between them, before weather 
intervened with Zimbabwe at 226 for 7. They were 
short of the Duckworth-Lewis par score.

Elsewhere, UAE continued to be amongst the 
strongest Associate sides, and were particularly a 
force to reckon with when playing at home. Though 

in January they failed to qualify for the final of the 
home ODI tri-series featuring Scotland and Ireland, 
they did whitewash Papua New Guinea at home in 
the three-match T20 series, after also having won 
the ODI leg 2-1. In January 2017, UAE had won a 
separate ODI tri-series, which featured Hong Kong 
and Scotland. Throughout this period, the UAE 
produced the types of powerful batsmen it has 
been reputed for. Thirty-year-old Rameez Shahzad 
has had an especially rich start to 2018, hitting three 
fifties and two hundreds across the home tri-series, 
and the World Cup Qualifier tournaments.

Women’s cricket was further expanded, with a Girls 
Grassroots School Programme set in motion. Two 
new turf wickets were also laid in the UAE, bringing 
the total number to 29. 
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Asian cricket became healthier in 2017, with the 

resumption of Age Group Tournaments, Resource 

Development Programmes and High Performance 

Programmes that had been discontinued during the 

reorganisation process during the previous years.   

Many tournaments have been restructured to 

enhance competitiveness, and to provide more 

playing opportunities to member countries. These 

new initiatives enabled ACC to create a more 

inclusive event structure for member countries. 

In the past 12 months many development-

oriented initiatives have been set in motion by 

the Development Committee and the Board. The 

board’s decision to organise an Emerging Asia 

Cup and U19 Asia Cup on an annual basis aims 

to accelerate the development of Asian cricketing 

talent over the coming years. These events also 

provide a much needed pathway for aspiring young 

cricketers to prepare for their international careers. 

The new event structure also enabled ACC members 

to attract more attention from governments, 

sponsors and media. Afghanistan notably benefited 

from this event, following their completion of a 

successful Asia Cup in 2017. 

REVIEW OF ACC FUND
ACC generates revenue from organising the Men’s 

Asia Cup on biennial basis. The last Asia Cup was 

held in 2016 and the next will take place in 2018. 

Hence, 2017 was considered as a lean year in terms 

of revenues. A deficit was projected for the year. 

However, the reported deficit of $694,000 is less 

than the budgeted deficit, thanks to prudent 

expenditure management and increased interest 

income (interest being the only income reported 

during the year). Interest income for the period 

has been increased nearly 60% due to improved 

yields on the bank deposits resulting in higher USD 

interest rates prevailing in the market. 

The operational cost amounted to $ 897,000 for 

2017. The operational cost mainly consists of staff 

related costs, office maintenance cost, as well as 

meeting & travel expenses. 

REVIEW OF THE DEVELOPMENT 
FUND ACTIVITIES
A total of five tournaments were organized during 

the year and the last tournament planned for the 

year was moved to January 2018 due to some 

unavoidable logistical issues. An amount of $ 1.92 

million was spent in organising the above five 

tournaments.

Aside from the Emerging Asia Cup 2017, all other 

tournaments were organised within the allocated 

amounts of the ACC Events & Development Budget. 

Relocation of Emerging Asia Cup from UAE to 

Bangladesh resulted in higher costs for that event.  

Two resource development courses were approved 

for 2017. After evaluating the regional requirements, 

it was decided that the Coaching Course would be 

moved to 2018. A Level II Umpiring Course was 

conducted at the National Cricket Academy in 

Lahore, Pakistan with an amount of $45,000.  

The remaining balance in the Development Fund 

as amounts to $5.89 million, and these funds will 

be spent over the next six years on development 

activities.

FINANCIAL POSITION
The balance in the Accumulated Fund as at 

31st  December 2017, amounts to $ 3.93 million. 

It is lower than the amount shown as at 31st 



71

 ACC
ANNUAL REPORT &

ACCOUNTS
2017

December 2016. The cash and bank balance too 

have decreased due to utilization for operational 

and development activities. 

However, we expect that financial position to 

improve in the coming year, due to expected 

positive cash flows from the Asia Cup 2018. 

GOING FORWARD
The next edition of Asia Cup will be held in the 

UAE, in 2018. The management has commenced 

discussions with the rights holders to bring more 

value to the event through introduction of a 

competitive match schedule. These funds are 

essential for ACC’s commitment towards member 

countries, and also enable ACC to continue with 

its development initiatives. With the support of all 

Test-playing countries, we believe our ambitions 

can be achieved.  

ACC maintains a wider and healthy relationship with 

member countries. We have received unequivocal 

support from the Test-playing countries over the 

years. The trust and support extended by the five 

Full Member countries, together with Member 

countries, have made ACC a much stronger 

institution than before. As management we 

expect to continue the success and build on into 

the future. 

Thusith Perera
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